
 
 
 
1. What is Baptism? 
For Christians baptism is an outward sign of what God has done on 
the inside of a person’s life. Baptism is:  
1) A public statement that you’ve decided to follow Jesus (Acts 16:31-
34)   
2) A symbolic way to say that like Jesus died, was buried and rose 
again, you have died to your old way of life and are committed to living 
a new life (Romans 6:1-4)  
3) A way to identify yourself with God’s family, the Church. (1 
Corinthians 12:12-4) 
  
Baptism doesn’t save you or make you right with God. Salvation is a 
gift from God (Ephesians 2:8-9).  Instead, like a wedding ring, it’s a 
sign of the commitment you’ve already made.   
  

2. Why do I need to be Baptized? 
Jesus was baptized. (Mark 1:9) Since we follow him—in living a 
compassionate lifestyle, caring for the poor, sharing his message of 
hope, etc--we follow his example in baptism too. He’s always the one 
we follow. Baptism is one of the first acts of following once you decide 
to follow Jesus.  
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Jesus commanded us to be baptized. (Matthew 28:19-20) Following 
Jesus means Jesus is now leading our life, so we take our cues from 
him.  
  
We believe Jesus set the example and commanded it because Jesus 
knows what a powerful, defining moment it is in a person’s 
relationship with God.  
  

   
 

3. When should I be Baptized? 

When you’ve decided to follow Jesus, baptism is the next step. 

Committing your life to following Jesus and being baptized go hand in 

hand. (Acts 16:27-34). 

  

4. Do you baptize children? 

As parents, we can set an example of following Jesus and help guide 

our children to Jesus, but in the end, they are the ones to decide if they 

will commit their lives to Him.  (Romans 10:9-10). 

Baptism follows a person’s decision to trust Jesus for his or her 

salvation and commitment to follow Him (Acts 10:47-48). At WCCN, 

we allow parents to decide between dedicating their children or 

baptizing them.  

Many parents have their younger children dedicated. Dedication is a 

public act and is a parent’s way of saying ‘We know our child is a gift 

from God and as Christians we are going to do our best to raise our 

kids to know God and His love.'  

  

5. What’s the difference between immersing, 

sprinkling and other ways of baptizing? 

Baptisms in the Bible seem to have been by immersion. In fact, the 

original word for baptism most often referred to means 'being 

immersed or submerged' in water. Jesus was baptized by being 

immersed in the water and rising out of it (Matthew 3:16). 

Submersion in the water symbolizes the death, burial and resurrection 
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of Jesus (1 Corinthians 15:3-4). Going underwater represents our 

death to sin and old way of life, and being raised out of the water is a 

picture of how Jesus raises us and gives us a fresh start in life (Romans 

6:3-5). But we are open to the practice of sprinkling or pouring if 

circumstances call for it. 

 

6. What If I was baptized before? 

If you haven’t been baptized since deciding to follow Jesus, we want to 

help you take that step. Once you’ve been baptized, there’s no need to 

take that step again. Some people were baptized as children and aren’t 

sure what to do once they make the decision to follow Jesus as an 

adult. If you want to be baptized as an adult who is publicly making a 

commitment to follow God, we'll be happy to celebrate with you by re-

affirming your baptism. 

 

7. What Happens During Baptism at WCCN? 

Baptisms usually happen in a waist-deep pool in our worship center 

on designated Baptism Sundays. You'll enter the pool and share your 

testimony, or one of the pastors will read your story. A Pastor asks you 

a couple questions then immerses you completely in water. If 

immersion isn’t a physical option, water can be poured over your 

head either in or out of the waist-deep pool. 

 

We’ll walk you through the logistics of the baptism at a meeting a 

couple weeks before your baptism.  

 

Is baptism your next step? We would love to talk with you about it. 
Please call the Church Office at 937.859.8928.  
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